
The CBECS classi�es buildings according to their “principal building activity (PBA)” at the time when the survey is completed.  The 
PBA is de�ned as the primary business, commerce, or function within each building.  For projects with multiple activity 
classi�cations, the activity that occupies the most �oorspace ultimately de�nes the usage type category.  Buildings are also classi�ed 
into more speci�c sub-categories of activities, which are re�ected in the “National O�ce Activity Breakdown” chart below.  

The CBECS website speci�cally de�nes the education PBA as “Buildings used for academic or technical classroom instruction, such 
as elementary, middle, or high schools, and classroom buildings on college or university campuses. Buildings on education 
campuses for which the main use is not classroom are included in the category relating to their use. For example, administration 
buildings are part of "O�ce," dormitories are "Lodging," and libraries are "Public Assembly.” 

More information on building activity de�nitions can be found on the CBECS website located here:

http://www.eia.gov/emeu/cbecs/building_types.html
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Berofe 1946 46.3 3.5 1.7 0.6 2.8 1.3 0.9 0.2 0.3 5.7
1946 - 1969 59.8 5.6 4.1 0.6 4.7 3.1 3.9 0.4 0.6 8.0
1970 - 1989 59.5 5.6 5.0 0.7 6.1 3.7 2.5 0.4 0.7 13.1
 1990 -2012 55.55 7.1 4.9 0.7 5.3 2.9 3.0 0.4 1.4 12.9
2013 - 2018 52.4 7.6 4.5 3.1 3.4 1.6 3.1 0.3 0.4 20.0
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